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Herewith is presented the twelfth installment of a Gction serial dealing with

:t what might happen should European powers, after they had settled their own
differences, wage war upon the United States. The author, one of the best Bction
writers in the country, has based his story upon a thorough understanding of

f military, naval, and internal conditions in the United States and upon a sound
. knowledge of military and economic history. The story will cause you to realize

the critical situation in which this country and you, your neighborsy and your
family arc placed by the leUwell-enough-alo- attitude of the pacists.
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SYNOPSIS.
In Elgin, HI., live the Ashby family, consisting

of Nathan Aihby, o.vncr of the Ashby Brasg com-

pany, and bin wife; n daughter, Nellie, married to
Bob Wendell, a navy lieutenant; and Jim Ashby, a

on, engaged to Agoca Ware. Nathan Ashby in

the arch type of pacifist, deaf to the warnings of
Impending danger to America. Almost out of a
clear sky news is received that the United States
tcout cruiser Salem, proceeding against ordcrr, in

J the North Atlantic has encountered the fleet ol the
league of former European enemies and has been
sunk, a deliberate not of war. Bob is recalled to
Newport Nctvs, Spies are discovered in the Ashby
works, and evidence of a league of apiea that
swarm the country and are even enlisted In the

i rmy is held by Jim Aahby, who for a time is held
i prisoner in ono of the spies' rendezvous in a fash- -

J' luxe returns to Elgin. War is 'on a.nd Jim haa
) signified his intention to enlist. Bob arrives in

Newport News to find that enemy aeroplanes havo
' been dropping bombs around the arsenal and on

tho deck of the Arizona, killing a number of men.
The United States army aeroplanes nrc inadequate

j against the highly specialized air craft divisions of
the enemy. With tho Arizona's portonnel cat down
to man mine planters and destroyers, Bob is
ippolnted second divisional officer and the dred- -

' ' naught steams out for Hampton Roads and to
; engage tha escmy ships that are bombarding the

loast towns. It is the enemy's plan to trap the
American fleet into reach of the submarines. They

, ilmost succeed, but owias to the heavy fire from
American ships have to abandon live plan and floe,
tot, however, without first sinking ono of the
American destroyers. Bob learns that two of tho
regent's ships havo been badly damaged, one of
them aground off Hattcras. The second engage- -

, nent is of greater magnitude. Th enemy fights
the American fleet in the proportion of two to one.
Yet neither seems to have a great advantage. Tho
Arizona, Bob's &hip, is disabled and sinking.

LCopyriffht: 1918: By Tho Chicago Tribune!
" UT there was really no uso firing now.

K The Arizona listed so badly that tho
guns coud not be elevated to tho target.
A salvo of shells those awfuL fiendish

shells sent on signal from the aeroplanes
etxnck all in a bunch somewhere below, and a

nt blew up; or perhaps it waa
(magazine Anyway, tho AriBona was going

- As she went there was no cscapo

from tho turret through tho handling room;
instead Holt waa helping pull up Wayne and

) hla men into tho turret There was only the
pmnll, heavy steel door which let out tho back

a of the turret to the deck. It was found
! lammed, as Bob ordered it opened ; so some of

J, the men cursed and others cried that they
f didnt want to get out; and. some one yelled

j to crawl out through the guns and two of

j the men tried it. Then tho door opened and

Bob stood back to order his inon out ahead
s of him ; but the ship was going down then
,i Holt seized Bob about the waist and shoved
J him through the door, and cutsido Bomo ono

l2e grabbed him and swam with him away,

from the ship.

It was the destroyer "Wainwrlfht which
picked up Bob nnd the sailor who swam with
him; tho destroyer had dashed in to try to
find the admiral in the water near where tho
Idaho sank. For tho enemy was having

i troubles himself at that instant Tho Xcrxot,
which had been observed to be listing for eomo

time, was slipping down after the Idano to the
bottom, and tho Floron had turned over and
was floating keel to the 6ky ; the Trajan, Yery

j low at tho stem, was being taken In tow by

l another chip; and two of tho Pharaohs so
'( men on the Walnwrlght said must soon sink.

Guns were still rumbling down tho column,
four of the American ships still were fighting;

j they finished two more of tho Pharaohs be-- j
fore they drifted, like tho rest of tho silenced

I ships, waterlogged hulkB; for the Thors and

j the Zeus ships, which long before had beaten
' the Vermonts and the Connecticuls, closed in

end finished tho task of the Pharaohs.
Bob "Wendell stood on tho trembling deck of

tho "Wain wrlght surrounded by bright eyed,
', tenso lipped, exhausted men. Ono of tho bat--!

tie cruisers of tho regent and one of the dc- -

Btroyers seemed to observe tho "Wainwright
' and that it was escaping from the battle.

The destroyer gave chase. Bob Wendell

watched tho other destroyer dully; his head
drooped and he closed his eyes. Then ho

opened them again and roused himself; ho

- waa seeing things which made him think
I again Nellie and then Garry's little boy with
1 the straw hat with tho M U. S. S. Arizona "

i ribbon. Hmm.
I I " from theTho radio worn Is hearing
I i shore," some one said. "They want to know

the result of the battle."
'

"The result--"

$ "The official press bureau announces," said
the bulletin pasted to the board before tho

I offico of tho Elgin News, " that the American
fleet has Inflicted heavy losses upon tho enemy

t but has also suffered severely. American ves--
wis are retiring toward New York."

That wna the solo official communication

authorized by the administration that night;
fcnt, ln spite of tho administration, tho entiro

truth was spread through the nation with

marvelous swiftness. How It Bpread no ono

could eay it was spread by Becrot codes tele--i
graphed as ordinary messages; It was spread
by private wireloss plants operated In secret
places by the agents of tho enemy who, per-- 1

naps, learned the result of the battlo directly
from the radios of the victorious ships. How-

ever tho news was spread. Nollio "Wendell

heard tho fncts repeated from one to another
I tbout her as she etood before the newspaper
II office, staring up at the few false lines of offl-- M

al " information."

II "We'ro kicked, they sayl . . . Who
"ays so? ... I don't know; but, by God,
'hey Bay (he Regent's sunk our fleet I . -

That can't be eo ! Why, we had the best navy

I ita siro in the world I Why, the fleet

. . . But, I tell you, they're gonol I got
it straight. They're all sunk tho Idaho, tho
Arizona, the Pennsylvania, and "

Nellie turned and faced tho man who was
speaking. " Please," she requested him quiet-
ly, " please toll mo how you heard that and
and anything else you know I"

The man's eyes softened as they gazed at
hors; ho took off his hat "What do you
mean, Miss? "

"Too said our ships particularly the Ari-
zona were sunk. How did you hear that?"

"Why why, I just heard it, Miss. Every
ono's saying it I jnst heard it."

And, as sho challenged others, that waa all
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there, of course, that Bhe would hear from the
navy department if tho department was tele-

graphing personal information to the wives of
tho officers who had been in battle. But no
word came during the evening except the re-

port, repeated and repeated again, that the
Americans had been beaten ; that their ships
were captured or sunk and that the Arizona
was one definitely known to be sunk. Only
late in the night, as she lay on the couch In
tho living room listening ever listening for
tho telephone bell or the sound of a messen-
ger's blcyclo on tho gravel path, the half
vision, half dream which sho hnd told to Bob
came back and Bhowed him very clearly. Tic
was with her and their baby waB born; they
were beside tho road and It vanished as
It came, instantly and without warning, and
Nellie was sitting gasping and trembling
in fear, For, though sho could not define to

herself what It was, there was something in
the vlalon which struck terror to her as never
before ; Bob was with her, but

Sho started up to her feet A motor car
was approaching tho house and slowing.
Nellie ran Into the hall. Her father camo
from the car. He was carrying bis port-

manteau he had juHt arrived from Chicago
aftor his return from cast He dropped
his traveling bag ns he saw Nclllo and ho put
a great arm about hor pityingly.

" So you've heard?" he said.

"What havo you heard, father?" sho
begged him. " Please tell mo everything I "

We're beaten at sea ; you know that?
" Tes ; I know that"
" Our gone, they say !" he Iterated

incredulously. " It's gone, NelUe they aay
our floot'u goneT

"Yes; heard them. All tho important
ships, which were In the fight, are captured or
sunk. Thoy say tho Arizona Is ono of tho
j,hips sunk."

"So you've heard that!"
Tea, father." j
" Any anything aloe, little girl?"
"About Bob? Hare you, father?"
"No," he said, patting her. "No." Then

cho waa conscious that a spasm of anger
of rage, violent and ezccsslvo waa shuking
him as bo tried to control himself.

11 What is It, father? "

Nathan Ashby stood back from his daugh-
ter. "They told us tho fleet was fit thoso
damned, lying politicians I O. part of It waa
my fanlt, for I wanted to behevo 'cm we did,
men like mo all over tho nation ! We wanted
to belioT 'm,-- W did. But they lied to
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us, Just tho eamo; and they knew they were
lying. Nellie, when Z was talking to those
arms people down east they Bpoko of that
battlo just as if it had happened and wo al-

ready were beaten. Thoy knew what those
liars at Washington were doing; they were
sending out Bob and the rest of tho boys to
to get It I Those damned politicians murdered
those boys thafs tho plain truth of it and
to try to save their own cowardly hides I Tho
Ecoundrels who are responsible ought to bo

hung! They knew tho fleet wasn't strong

enough and it wasn't fit, but they'd told the
conntry It was; and rather than Btand up
now before the people and admit they'd been
lying all tho time they sent Bob nnd the rest
of thoso boys out to try to mako good their
lfo! And now they've got tho army, and
Jim's in tho army. Well, by God, they won't
do that to tho army I "

Many mlHiona of, others besides Nathan
Ashby were being shocked to that awakening

that night There woro only thirty or forty
thousand homes in the nntlon where women,
llko Nellie Wendell, waited that night with
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up,

tho
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trembling hearts for word of the Burvivors of
the fleet ; there wore only thirty or forty thou-

sand homes where men like Nathan Ashby
were rising with rage at realization that the
administration, in desperate venture to cave
the " face,' had sent a son or brother to vain
death; but through millions of homes was
spreading the sense that tho navy had been be-

trayed and that the people, lied to and tricked,
now were exposed to the horrors of invasion.
Of all the navy of tho United States there
remained only a few cruisers and obsolete
battleships, a score of destroyers, nud some
of the submarines to aid in harbor defense
here and thero and, perhaps, to attempt an
occasional weak raid. Tho navy was gone;
?ut tho army was in tho making, and, through-

out the nation, moro than a million men and
boys already wcro eurolled that took one
man from every scoro of homes and modo tho
army the closest and most immediate anxiety
of every ono. So, that night, the disorders
which had Ecized tho great Industrial cities
during the days beforo Bpread to Washington,
and a mob marched up Pennsylvania avenue
and was kept back from th capltol only by
a line of soldiers with bayonets fixed. Dis-
persed again and again, the mob reformed
and clamored for the president howled for
tho right to see the president and demand of
him explanation of what ho had done and
word of what ho was now to do. So they
Hwarmed near enough to tho White nouso for
their tumult to bo heard in tho room whero
tho president was with his advisors In all
night session.

Except for one man the group was Identical
with that which had been In the cabinot room
when the president ordered the fleet to battle;
tho man who had been present then, but who
was absent now, was tho admiral who had
commanded tho American fleet in tho groat
battlo. So far as information went and tho
enemy did not boast of Mb capture he hod
been lost when his flagship, tho Idaho, suc-

cumbed to tho combined flro of tho Trajan and
tho Xerxes. Tho navy was represented In this
council, therefore, only by Admiral Poo.

He sat for a while very white and grim and
with his gray eyes glittering, while the secre-

tary of the navy blustered through his report
of the dofoat and the " failure of tho floet "

to realise expectations ; then suddenly the
admiral was upon his feet

"Stop!" ho ordered. wTf you have not
enough to resign nnd then hang your-

self you shall not further insult tho mon you
murdered." Aod for a moment the admiral

ho had had twv eons with 'the fleet complete-

ly lost control of himself. He stepped over
and toro tho report from the hands of tho
secretary of the navy and struck him In tho
face with it; then ho hurled tho sheets upon
tho floor.

"Go, nowl" Poe commanded him. "Go
and pray to God for ehamo and Btrengtb.

enough to execute yourself. Go, fool, or by
tho souls of my eons, I'll f

Tho secretary of the navy fled. Poe
watched him till the door closed behind him;
then tho admiral turned back to tho president
and the others. He gazed at them silently and
they remained silent until ho relapsed into his
seat and his head fell forward and his lips
moved as If In prayer.

Tho president addressed the sccrotary of
war to open the discussion in regard to Imme-

diate military dispositions. Gon. Stono, tho
chief of staff, listened for more than an hour
without contributing to tho discussion ; when

a cabinet member counted a battalion an a
brigade and enumerated every body of troops

as an army corps Stone maintained silence.
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Only when every one clso hnd spoken, and the '

preaiclcut turned to him for comment he arose
and spoke curtly and without pretense of

with the cabinet or with the president.
" Mr. President nud gentlemen ! The gen-

eral staff has prepared a plan of operation to
meet such a desperate situation as now coo-fron- ts

ns. I need scarcely say that hs it is a
military plnn for the defense of the nntiou and
not a political scheme it opposes your pro-

posals in every cEsontlal. Tho plan of tho

general staff promises that If purely military "

considerations govern from now on we have
a chance, just a chance, to save the nation.
Wo must expect dofca,ts and enormous loss 6f

property. But if we enn keep the enemy from
debouching into the country for a month while
we take down our arms plants and ship the
machinery west and while wo give the militia
the essential miuimum of military and phys-

ical training, we may hope for final succe.i;
but from this moment every other interest --

however momentous must be subordinate to

the plan of defense !"

"Which is?" the president demanded.
Tho general outlined it briefly, passion-lcBsl-

without apology or comment. Tho pres-

ident stared, Btartled; tho men of tho cabinet
gazed at each other. " Impossiblo !" " It can

" " Unthinkable ! "not bo allowed I

Stono cut the comments short " Mr. Pres-

ident, I am here not to argue for this plan,
merely to Inform you of it before putting it

into effect."
Tho' president, very white and trembling in

his auger, loaned forward over his table. " You

mean by that "

" Listen !" Stono invited, nnd crossed to the

window and raised tho curtain so that tho

tumult of the mob could bo clearly heard. A

Bhot or two sounded, and then tho rage of tho

mob roared louder and came closer.

"Mr. President the people from whom you

derive your power! Do you wish to go to

them or have them come to yoa tonight? Ah,
a machine gun ! It Is firing over their heads

now ; but do not worry ; If they prcsB too hard

thvir demand to hear from you tonight, Mr.

President tho machine gun will shot lower
and will protect you. Tho army, you Bee, Is

the more loyal I I have given tho officers my
personal plcdgo that from tonight military
considerations not political ones will direct
tho armed forces of tho nation !"

The firing outflldc ceased and tho breeze
brought from tho tengno of tho tumult: " Go

tbq damned politicians t - Lynch tho liars ftnxl

murderers I Lynch the damned, murdering
montebankfl I "

The general leaned across tha table toward
tho president and pushed forward on order
for the president to sign. The president drew
back from it then he took up hla pea; he
hesitated, scratched his name, and shoved the
paper from him.

Tho chief of staff examined tha dooTrment

and straightened. Ho put the papr in his
pocket and drew out another.

"This is tho proclamation calling for the
second million mon which you axe to issue to-

morrow morning. You observe it is not a call
for volunteers. England, having her navy
and the armies of Franco, Belgium, and Rus-

sia fighting for her, was ablo to wait more
than a year before enforcing conscription;
we cannot wait. You have there the estimate
of the number of men of military age, classed
by ages. Tomorrow you will 'call out tho
classes Indicated to report ''lor immediate
training and the other classes later, as indi-

cated. Whatever obstacles may ariso with

i.

congress, I leave them to you to meet I
r

must return to the general staff at once."

Thus it was that, at midnight, a bugle
roused Jim Ashby private in company F of
tho Twentieth Illinois regiment from his
blanket, where he lay with his fellow rccrnits
On the grass of Grant park. The Twentieth
Illinois was one of the new regiments organ- -

' .ized from the old Third regiment of the state
guard. Consequently it was very short
of tents, as well n of equipment of
every kind. Only the corporals and ser-

geants, who had been privates and cor-

porals in the militia, possessed uniforms.
Jim's platoon was commanded by Connor,
created second lieutennnt by ripping the chev-

rons from hia sleeves and sewing straps upon
his sbouldcrE. Jim Ashby, like most of the
other recruitu, wore n brown sack suit, desig-

nated as a uniform by a khaki armband.
The recruits also had uniform caps and had
riilcs and cartridge belts and bayonets. Bat-

talions of five other Illinois regiments camped
in Grant park, along the lake front of down-

town Chicago something over 4,000 men.
There were as many more in Lincoln park:
other regiments or battilions were in Jackson
park. Altogether there were more than
20,000 militiamen and recruits drilling and
conditioning themselves by day in Chi-

cago parks whle they waited for their equip-

ment At night different companies took turn
guarding the vitals of the city. Jim had stood
guard duty through two nights, with tho rest
of his company, at the electric plant which
supplied most of the city with light and
power.

It had never occurred to him till he was
stationed ns guard at the great plant how
very vulnernblo a modern city is to the at-

tack of small, reckless bands. A dozen men

with dynamite, if they could force their way

into that great power building, could throw

half the city into darkness and, In addition,

could shut off the supply of power from hun-

dreds of the manufacturing plants working

day and night on materials suddenly ordered
to be supplied to Boldlerfl. A Bcoro of men

with high explosives could, in a few seconds,

blow P the gas tanks and tho millions of the

city would be without fuol for their Btovcs

dynamite half a dozen pumping stations and

tho city would bo without water, except that
which might bo brought In buckets from the

lake The food of tho millions likewise was

vulnerable, gathered in great depots. The

nupplies In tho pantries of the tenements, tho

flats, and tho houses and in tho littlo, scat-

tered stores would Inst for leas than a week;
the reserve supplies lay in great warehouses,

clevntoru, and packing plants, so that a few

hundred men might destroy nil in a day ; and

tho railroads they must be always sentineled

now at bridge, culvert, and cut, at tunnel,

across prairie and plain. It took moro than
a fourth of tho soldier In Chicago so Jim
guoBsed; no figures were given out merely

to protect tho city from tho forays of the re-

gent's spies and the enemy's nationals in tho

city Itself. Indeed, two nigbta before, every

regiment and battalion, at Grant park waa
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called oat, learing-onr- & --couple-of. ootnp&zdei H
to guard the camp. H

As th& bugles roused the camp now at aid' H
night Jim supposed that it meant more riots, M
more attack upon tha povrar plants and th H
railroads) It was to be expected that the re--
gsafb people would be celebrating their sweep M
at sea. But the orders which followed the H
bogle call wcro different from any given be-- H
fore (nste&d of taking; only rifle, bayonet, M
and ammunition and " doubling " down the
boulevard toward the noise of the nearest H
fighting, the order now was to break camp, M
Jim rolled hla blanket and padked his scant M
equipment canteen, knife, fork and epooa, fl
and toilet articles. After hla first quick re--
action to the call of the bugle ha found him-- M
self very stiff and weary. Upon the after-- H
noon he had returned from an eighteen hole M

round of golf and argued with Bob .Wendell H
on the porch end that was barely a weak H
gone he would have descrihod himself as H
having been la perfect physical trim, fit for H
any test. But even tbirty-fil- x holes of golf H
in an afternoon with a caddy carrying the H
clubs was no oreDaration for enrrrin? a rifle H
and 800 rounds of ammunition and a pack on H
a ten mile practice " hike with the tho H
mometer 93 in the shade and then digging a H
trench, and later" like as not standing guard H
with, every tired muscle strained and every H
nerve tense, alert for sign of attack upon a H
power plant The soreness in his left arm, H
whoro ho had received the first hypodermic M
inoculation against typhoid, did not serve to M
make him more comfortable. But every one M
eleo about was sb sore and stiff as he; no ono H
complained. H

" Whorc're wo going, do you suppose to M

camp about the gas works? ' fl
"Not on your life! Havon't you heard?" H
"What?"
" We're going east, they say I" H
"East?" ,

" To New York V H
"We are! Then the regent's begun land H

ing his troops?" H
" Transports off the east end of Long island, H

they say." H
" They are !"

,

Jim's soreness and weariness suddenly were H
gone ; instead a hot impulse of power and pas-- H
pion stirred through him. It was much more H
than a rejuvenation of the first excitement of ' H
the camp in Chicago and of carrying arms H
through the streets. The enemy of the United H
States was landing or about to land upou H
the shores of the country! He was belns I
called, with the rest of his regiment, to oppose

them! f
- ',

" There's been big doings in Washington to-

night Have you heard?"
" Not much."
" Well, we may get it; we probably are

going to ; but they aren't to stick it to us for
nothing like they did with the navy poor
devils."

Jim choked and swallowed. All the evening

he had been thinking of Bob and Nellie. Was
"

Bob killed and did Nellie knov "
"What' haiined in Washing! i- - of
asked.

" They say Stone's In absolute charge."

Some one else cut in eagerly. , " And thii

president calls out a million more men tomor-

row !" I
" He don't call. He orders. They're going I

to draft by ages right away ; no slackers here,

if Stone's bossing!" I
The bugle blew again. Bugles answered all H

about. ; H
" Say, what was that call?" U
" ' " HThat was Assembly.'
" Twas not. You damned fool, they don't j

blow assembly when they want " U
" Well, that's ' Boots nnd Saddles ' they're I

blowing over there in the First cavalry. I I
know that" I

" Hey, sergeant !" I
" We're to get in line, boys : over there ; col- - H

uuin fours!" the sergeant suggested opti- - '

mistical!'.
The confusion in the camp became greater

and greater. In the week's tireless, intensive ;

drill company V all raw recruits except the '

officers and Ferzeants and corporals who had
been promoted from the Third militia regi- - '

uient had only passably mastered sqund drill.
(

"Form fours!" still brought recruits tripping
and tumbling; passable platoon evolutions bj I

daylight were still in the future; and now, in
tho dark of midnight, a Whole battilion foi"
companies together was expected to form . j

and march to the Lake Shore and Michigan '

Southern rnilrond station and keep from got- - t

ting mixed up with the other battalions ( i

tho Twentieth and with uncounted battalions j

of other regiments, not to speai. ofthe troops j

of mounted men who were on the march at '

tho snmu time. There was u great deal of j

swearing and there was little light to let auj j

ono witness just how had the formation was ;

and somehow tho battalion got started. I

" Some troupe traveling with us I" the man j

marching at Jim's right commented. He was j

Paddy Kllbanc, erstwhile shipping clerk at j

Sears-Roebuck- 's and stnr Infiolder of their j

nine; a scout for tho Cubs had recommended t

him just before the Salem located the regent's j

fleet. If Kilbano was In place, Jim was not;
but neither know who was out of position : but

f

tho fact that " Swedy " Swcuson marched

just behind caused Jim to suspect that both

himself and the Irishman belonged elaowhere, '

Sweuson waa a large, laconic man until eight

days earlier janitor of an apartment buildiag

who possossed, as his reference which ho

brought with him stated, a passion for order- -

lincss and precision.

Kllbano contJnuedt "And they must bo

requiring us bad to start us up so this time of

tho night Swedy, mo bucko, 'tis a rifle yo're

marching vfith, not a mop, and yo're pokkV

me shinn. Pat it over yo're shoulder like a

ball bat; twill not drip on yoT

"Excuse, Mr. Kilbane!" Swenson obliged.

" That ben fire bell, hey?"

to sa ootrrrmnmQ
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